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LETTER FROM JCA OF NSW PRESIDENT 
 
by Marion Benjamin* 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
[In late 2001, the management committee of the Jazz Co-ordination Association of 

New South Wales was expecting its funding from the Australia Council to be 

restored at the earliest opportunity. Accordingly, this letter to members of the JCA 

and subscribers to JazzChord foreshadowing what was envisaged as the 

Association’s activities in 2002. It appeared in the Dec 01/Jan 02 edition of 

JazzChord.] 

Dear Member/subscriber, 
 
2001 has been an interesting, if challenging year for the JCA NSW. A new Committee 
came on board in April this year with some major changes but also with important 
continuity. I was privileged to take on the role of President in the stead of Assoc 
Professor Bruce Johnson who has stood down after ten impressive years in the role. 
The Association has been more than fortunate to have had Bruce Johnson at its 
helm. In him we have had a President who has been prepared to put in the hard 
yards in terms of the administration, planning and lobbying that keeps such an 
organisation going. But much more than that, the Association and jazz in NSW and 
Australia, has been enriched by the involvement of a musician who is also a highly 
regarded academic. Bruce Johnson has made a unique contribution as both  
 

 
 
Marion Benjamin: President of the JCA of NSW from April, 2001… 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
*Marion Benjamin succeeded Bruce Johnson as President of the JCA NSW at the 
Association’s Annual General Meeting in April, 2001. 
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researcher and writer to the understanding of the complex cultural, economic and 
artistic position of jazz in Australia. My own understanding of the role and history of 
jazz in Australia would be nothing but limited and paltry if not for the input and 
insights provided by Bruce’s research and writing. 
 

 
 
Bruce Johnson on trumpet in 1976: he stood down in April, 2001, after ten 
impressive years as President of the JCA of NSW… PHOTO CREDIT NORM LINEHAN 
 
It seems that 2001 has been a watershed year for the Association. The always 
changing landscape of arts and cultural policy and funding does necessarily impact 
upon our activities and the formulations of our goals. The broader national jazz scene 
has an impact too. This year the Association has made the significant decision to no 
longer host the National Jazz Development Program. The Committee was unanimous 
in its decision, believing that it allowed for a significant period of refocus and renewal 
for infrastructural support for jazz in NSW. The Committee fully endorses the 
National Strategic Plan for Jazz Development and still supports a national jazz 
program. We look forward to a new era of national discussion, negotiation and 
planning for the future development of jazz in this country. 
 
As it has transpired our refocus on the development of jazz in NSW has been timely. 
The increasing cost of running a jazz development program coupled with a 
decreasing pool of arts funding has culminated in the Association carrying a deficit 
which must now be dealt with in order to ensure the future of infrastructure support 
for jazz in this state. To remedy our financial situation the Committee has taken the 
only responsible decision and the Association has ceased trading effective from 
November 23, 2001. 1 am pleased to convey that consultation with State and 
National arts funding bodies confirm their support for ongoing development of 
infrastructure for this important music form. The Committee is confident that 
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refunding from May 2002 and an initial strategic focus on developing a viable 
business plan for the Association will put us in good stead for the future. 
 
Between January I and May 1, 2002, the JCA NSW will provide a volunteer-assisted 
skeleton service to members, while the Committee undergoes a comprehensive 
review process, focusing on governance structures, clarification of strategic goals to 
meet musician and audience needs, and a future business model. During this time, 
we will 
 
* publish JazzChord on the internet; 
* maintain the website at www.ausjazz.com; 
* continue to develop the successful Jazz Booking Agency which is now playing an 
important role in increasing performance opportunities for jazz musicians in NSW. 
 
We are optimistic that the JCA NSW office will re-open on May 1, 2002 and we will 
then return to providing core services to members as we develop a reinvigorated 
NSW Jazz Development Program for implementation from January, 2003. 
 
From May 2002, we will undertake the following activities: . 
 
* hire a consultant to assist with developing a new Business Plan for the Association 
to come into operation on January 1, 2003; 
* maintain the services already current: JazzChord, website, Jazz Booking Agency; 
* continue with international initiatives already in the pipeline; 
* stage professional and business development workshops for jazz artists; 
* continue to offer a consultation service for musicians who require assistance with 
funding applications and tour planning. 
 
The Association believes that this series of activities will considerably enhance the 
performance opportunities, and managerial expertise, of both leading and new jazz 
musicians in NSW. 
 
If you feel you would like to contribute to this process, by all means contact us. I can 
be reached at email <m.benjamin@uws.edu.au>, and Eric Myers, the NSW JD 
Officer can be emailed at <emyers@ausjazz.com>. 
 
All the best for the season. 
 
Marion Benjamin 
President, JCA NSW 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 


