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ERIC MYERS 

 

Before he played a note at the opening concert of his Australian tour, the great 

American pianist Kenny Barron, 73, announced that it had taken him 50 years 

to get to Australia. We’ve been waiting a long time. 
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His outstanding trio, together for the past ten years, has an artistic direction that 

is thoroughly honed and road-tested, with superb sidemen Kiyoshi Kitagawa 

(double bass) and Johnathan Blake (drums).  It’s a pity that this  group was 

presented under conditions that seriously compromised its music. 

 

The Queensland Conservatorium Theatre is a large cavernous hall, with a huge 

stage, high ceilings and very little in the way of materials to absorb the 

complicated sound balance of modern jazz. This context would have been a 

challenge for the best sound technicians in the world.  

 

Where I was sitting, about ten rows from the front,  the sound of Kitagawa’s 

double bass was deafening throughout the concert, with little separation of 

sound. One could hardly decipher his bass lines, unless he was playing 

unaccompanied. Combining this monstrous sound with the drums (amplified 

with three mikes) produced a cacophony whenever the group opened out. 

Accordingly, Barron’s piano had to be turned up to double fortissimo in order to 

project over the clutter provided by his colleagues. 

 

So there were only minimal opportunities to savour the work of  a pianist who, 

in many ways, has inherited the light touch of his many predecessors in this 

particular jazz tradition (Tommy Flanagan, Hank Jones and others, for 

example). Some of those highlights, when Blake either sat out or played at a 

whisper, were in Barron’s lovely composition Cook’s Bay, and in a beautiful 

version of the standard How Deep is the Ocean, where Barron played 

unaccompanied for several minutes, and drew warm applause. 

 

The concert was opened by an impressive local duo, including the highly 

talented vocalist Elly Hoyt, and the beautiful guitarist Jamie Clark. They 

performed splendidly for about 40 minutes, offering an interesting mixture of 

standards and originals, always with a good feel throughout. 

 

The Kenny Barron Trio performs tomorrow night at the Melbourne 

International Jazz Festival. 

______________________________________________________________ 

[Editor’s Note: A review by Eric Myers of the Kenny Barron Trio performance 

at The Basement in Sydney on the following night, Thursday, June 1, 2017, is at 
this link https://www.ericmyersjazz.com/new-postings/] 
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