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OBITUARY: ROGER JANES 1942-2001 
 
by David Ridyard 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
[This obituary resulted from a eulogy delivered at Roger Janes’s funeral by David 
Ridyard. It appeared first in the Jun/Jul 2001 edition of JazzChord.] 
 

he trombonist, bandleader, guitarist, and singer Roger Janes was born in 
Bristol, England on May 19, 1942. He died on March 7, 2001 in Wollongong 
Hospital, following a series of complications that stemmed from a near fatal 

road accident on August 8, 2000. 
 
Ironically at the time of the accident Roger was a bystander on a road near his home 
at Callala Bay on the NSW south coast whilst a wheel was being changed. Roger had 
been buying the truck by instalments but a chain of problems, culminating in a jack 
that did not fit, had convinced him that the vehicle had undergone metamorphosis 
into a yellow citrus fruit. He had demanded the vendor come to the breakdown site, 
change the tyre, and then take the vehicle away. Whilst the vendor’s mechanic was 
changing the tyre a car came from the road behind and hit Roger. In addition Roger’s 
partner Chris Vella and the mechanic were injured and the truck was damaged. 
 

 
 
Roger Janes (left) pictured here performing with Tom Baker (trumpet) and Paul 
Furniss (clarinet)… 
 
Roger sustained multiple fractures from the accident and compounded by many 
operations, debilitation from long hospitalisation, skin grafts, weeks on a ventilator 
machine and associated respiratory complications he gradually slipped lower and 
lower. 
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His partner Chris in Callala Bay, his mother Effie who lives in Melbourne, and his 
sons Tor and Lars who live in Sydney will miss him, as will many in the arts and jazz 
fraternities in Australia, New Zealand, and Europe. 
 
In 1951, Roger migrated to Melbourne from England with his parents Effie and Hugh 
and brother Peter. They stayed temporarily in Bathurst Migrant Centre and then 
moved to Springwood, Victoria. 
 
Passion was a keynote to Roger’s involvement with the arts and music. He 
complemented his music with painting and etching. His formal art studies were 
consolidated by some 40 years of application. His work was often insightful, vigorous 
and cynical. 
 
Roger bought a trombone in 1959 and was attracted to impassioned music. His style 
could be seen as perhaps at times reminiscent of musicians such as Bob Thomas and 
Edward ‘Kid’ Ory. However it may be better understood as an eclectic blend that 
included other New Orleans music, African, Latin, and Western Swing amongst 
others. To visit Roger was a window to his diverse musical preferences. He managed 
to absorb and develop the music he loved and avoided any descent into immature 
plagiarism and exclusivity. It was a relief to hear Roger sing for example God Bless 
the Child or What a Wonderful World. He avoided canonisation from what some 
may regard as seminal performances, and sang instead in an unaffected blend of 
Australian and English pronunciation. 
 

 
 

The Yarra Yarra Reunion Band at Maryborough Jazz Club in Victoria, 1994. L-R, 
Roger Janes (trombone), Lyn Wallis (drums), Maurie Garbutt (trumpet, leader), 
Don Heap (string bass), Andy Symes, (banjo), Karl Hird (clarinet). (Not in the shot 
is the pianist Gary Walford, who was a member of the group)… 
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Roger was also staunchly proud of his adopted Australian heritage. He was adroit 
with Australian material like River Murray Melody, Koorie Rose or even I’m going 
back to Yarrawonga. He played and sang these songs with the same enthusiasm that 
characterised his approach to an American jazz classic of the 1940’s. 
 
Through the 1960s and 1970s he played and sang with the Yarra Yarra Band from 
Melbourne and the Olympia Band in Sydney. He eventually settled in Sydney in 1976 
and from 1978 until the accident he held a residency at the Unity Hall Hotel on 
Darling Street in Balmain. He moved to Callala Bay in the early 90s and travelled to 
keep up his busy musical life. 
 
He toured throughout Australia, New Zealand, Europe, and to some extent in the 
United States. He was a regular guest performer at festivals and concerts worldwide.  
 

 
 
Cover of the Roger Janes Band album Crazy… 
 
In later years he continued to perform and record with the Olympia Band and with 
the Chicago Seven. He also learned to play slide guitar and started a new group, the 
Ocean City Band, where he predominantly played the guitar. His trombone playing 
never faltered. 
 
The warmth and sincerity of Roger’s passion for music was an inspiration to 
audience and musician alike. He left a rich legacy of representative recordings that 
include his work with the Yarra Yarras, the Olympia Band, and the Chicago Seven as 
well as the Ocean City band. 
 
During his days living in Balmain, Roger had collected his cat from the road 
following a road accident and put the apparently dead cat in a box. Later when the 
box was opened in preparation for burial the cat sprang out and ran off.  
 
A longtime friend closed his eulogy for Roger’s funeral with the observation that 
‘there was no magic box for Roger’. 
 


